
Bergen Community College
● Located in the heart of Bergen County between two golf courses.
● No. 1 in the state for associate degree graduates.
● Henry and Edith Cerullo Learning Assistance Center, twice recognized as the “tutoring center of the year.”
● Home to the region’s only Health Professions Integrated Teaching Center.
● Home to the STEM Student Research Center, a national leading program.

Vision: Bridging potential with opportunities for educational, professional and personal growth.
Mission: To inspire our community to realize a better future.

Values: Learning • Excellence • Integrity • Respect • Creativity



Bergen Community College - Turning Point Program

A two-year inclusive postsecondary program  designed to prepare young adults with  
intellectual disabilities for a career.

Areas of focus include academic enrichment,  social skill development and 
pre-employment vocational skill development.



Inclusive Postsecondary College-Based Programs for students 
with Intellectual Disabilities: A Brief History

https://thinkcollege.net/college-search - Go here to search for programs all over the country!

Higher Education Opportunity Act of 
2008 Increases Access to College 
Programs for students with ID.

TPSID Model Demonstration Projects 
are authorized by the U.S. Department 
of Ed. to expand programming on 
college and university campuses.

This movement continues to grow as 
the number of programs grow and these 
programs move towards model 
standards for accreditation. 

https://thinkcollege.net/college-search


Bergen Community College - Turning Point Program

About the Program
● Up to 16 applicants are accepted each year.
● More than 50% of programming is inclusive.
● The program is full time.
● This is a non-degree certificate program.
● Students can earn industry certifications and credentials. 
● This is not considered a college prep program or bridge to college. 

Criteria for Admission
● Must have an intellectual disability.
● Be between the ages of 18-30 years old.
● Can be with a school district or graduated.
● Basic skills in numeracy and literacy.
● Ability to navigate independently.
● Desire to become employed.



Bergen Community College - Turning Point Program

Outcomes
● Competitive Integrated Employment -Students 

graduates are linked to employment upon 
graduation or continue to work with the program 
until their employment goal is met.

● Credentials - Students earn a certificate of 
completion recognized by the College and have 
the opportunity to earn industry certifications to 
prepare for a career. 

● Academic Enrichment, 
● Social Skill Development 
● Self-Advocacy
● Self-Determination
● Increased Independence



Bergen Community College - Turning Point Program
● Students participate in all aspects of the College including student life sponsored clubs, events and commencement.
● Peer mentors are the backbone of the program and a key driver for student success navigating campus and coursework. 
● Turning Point specific coursework is modified to an approximate 4th grade equivalency. 
● College level electives can be taken for audit or credit.
● Career Pathway Credentialing Courses give students the opportunity to earn industry recognized credentials. 



Bergen Community College - Turning Point Program
● Students complete 260 hours of supported work based learning.
● The program has an employment rate for graduates of 75%.
● Outcomes include full time employment in positions with UPS, school districts, medical manufacturing and health professions.
● Turning Point students participate in the College’s commencement exercises. 
● Through an articulation agreement (the first of its kind in the nation), graduates can apply to transfer to TCNJ’s CCS program. 
● Students leave Turning Point with a certificate of achievement, as well as any industry recognized credentials earned.  





From our students . . .



Bergen Community College - Turning Point Program

How to Apply
Visit www.bergen.edu/turning-point-program to 
access the application packet. 

Program Contact
Bergen Community College
Pitkin Education Center
L-120 / 201-493-4087
turningpoint@bergen.edu

Inst 
                 @turningpointprogram

Website - 
http://bergen.edu/turning-point-program/

http://www.bergen.edu/turning-point-program
mailto:turningpoint@bergen.edu

